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Summer's End / New Church 

Year 

The days are getting shorter, the 

students are back, school has 

started, leaves are starting to 

turn-- Fall is right around the 

corner.   Our Ingathering Water 

Service was Sunday, September 

11th, and the new church year 

has begun.  As nature starts to 

prepare for the long sleep of 

winter, UUSO gets more energized and active.  You 

can feel the energy and the 

excitement.  Committees and teams are looking for 

new members to help with our shared 

ministries.  Staff and other congregational leaders 

are busy looking at the long range plan and the new 

year of activities and events.   

 

The Board of Trustees, with assistance from the 

Committee on Ministry are planning a 

congregational check-in on our shared ministry 

using a process known as "appreciative 

inquiry."  Congregational leaders have been invited 

to participate in a Leadership Workshop on Sunday, 

September 25th, facilitated by the Rev. Joan 

Becelaere, a member of our Central East Region 

UUA staff team.  This workshop will focus on how 

we can best use appreciative inquiry to assess our 

progress with our long range plan and our other 

shared ministries.   

 

While the workshop is mostly limited to 

committee chairs, staff, and members of the 

Board, Rev. Joan will also be co-leading the 

worship service that Sunday morning so 

everyone else can get an idea of what 

appreciative inquiry is all about.  I hope 

most of you will be there for this exciting 

new step for UUSO! 

 

Cooperatively, 
 

Rev. Craig 
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 Last Wednesdays Documentary Series: 

Against Militarism 

 

Join us for a simple vegetarian meal on the 

last Wednesday of the month at Chapin Me-

morial Watch a film.  Stay for discussion if 

you’d like to.  No Cost.  Meal starts at 6:00 

p.m., followed by film screening at 7:00 

p.m..  Viewer discretion may be advised--

please see schedule.  Child care available 

upon request, please submit by the Monday 

prior to that film by contacting the church 

office at [uuso@uuso.org]. RSVP recom-

mended.   

  

 September 28 - Forgiving Dr. Mengele,  

 October 26 - Sir! No Sir! 

 November 30 - Swimming to Cambodia  

 December 28 - Paying the Price for Peace: 

The S. Brian Wilson Story 

January 25 - A Life of Principle: The Ramsey 

Clark Story 

February 22 - Citizenfour  

March 22 - A Time of Burnt Oranges 

April 19 - The Young Lords  

 

Series is book-ended with pieces that make 

the case that U.S. militarism ultimately 

comes home and harms American society.   

—Sponsored by the Social Action Committee 

UUSO NEWS / ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Where did the calendar go?! 

Don’t worry, so many of you loved that new 

feature, it’s not disappearing! It’ll be in-

cluded in the first newsletter of each month, 

along with the month’s Worship services and 

Monthly Meetings list. Our calendar is also 

available on our website at:  

        http://www.uuso.org/

church_calendar 

 

Privacy Policy:  

People who publish articles in the UUSO news-

letter and include contact information need to be 

aware that the newsletter is posted to the web 

and therefore that their contact info may be 

available via internet search engines. 

“Defying the Nazis: The Sharps’ War” – UU 

couple who rescued hundreds from the Nazis 

PBS documentary on Sept. 20th at 9:00 p.m. 

A new Ken Burns documentary  tells the story of 

the UU minister and his wife who went to 

Europe and saved hundreds from the Nazis be-

ginning in 1939.  This was the founding of our 

UUSC/Unitarian Universalist Service Commit-

tee which is still working today on behalf of 

refugees. Go to the UUSC website for resources 

on continuing the Sharps’ mission of defying 

hate and supporting refugees today--  http://

www.uusc.org/resources-defying-hate-preach/. 

Suzanne Miller—Social Action Committee 

Morning exercise is going strong!   

Join us from 8 to 9 a.m., Mondays, Tuesdays 

and Thursdays for exercise led by Lisa Zuend-

Misner, a trained and experienced gentle aero-

bics teacher.  Exercise at your own level and en-

joy great music, great company, and great fun.   

Call Lisa at (435-8754) or Kay Stuligross (432-

6974) for more information.   

This is a free program.  Wear comfortable exer-

cise shoes and bring a water bottle. 

http://twowhodefiedthenazis.org/
http://www.uusc.org/resources-defying-hate-preach/
http://www.uusc.org/resources-defying-hate-preach/
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UUSO NEWS / ANNOUNCEMENTS 

September 18  

"Across the Ages"  
Rev. Craig Schwalenberg & Susan Ryder  

*Start Together Sunday  

 

We wish to be a congregation for all ages.  

What would that look like?  

What does it look like now?  

Let's make our ministries  

truly intergenerational!  
 

Music Provided By: Music Director Tim Horne  

Worship Associate: Cathi Wiltsey  

Ushers: Kathy Shimberg & TBA 

Coffee Hour Hosts: Sue Troost & TBA 

Sound System Operated By: Beth Small  

September 25  

“The Very Best...“  
Rev. Craig Schwalenberg and Rev. Joan Becelaere  

Children to Classrooms at 10:30  

 

To get where we are going, we first need to know 

where we are and where we are headed.  

Only the very best tools of navigation will do.  

We need to look at the stories we tell about who we are 

and who we want to be.  

Only the very best stories will help us shape our future. 
  

Music Provided By Music Director Tim Horne  

                                            & the UUSO Choir  

Worship Associate: Kevin Schultz  

Ushers: Suzanne Beddoe & Elaine Downing 

Coffee Hour Hosts: Patricia Engel Lafata & Jesse Schwabe 

Sound System Operated By: Julian Pecenco  

KEY ROUNDUP! 
It is time to update and verify our key list for those who have access to our UUSO proper-

ties.  In the interest of safety and security, it is important that we know who has a key to Olym-

pia Brown House and the Chapin Memorial Sanctuary buildings.  For insurance purposes and 

our own sense of security, it is important we know who is in our buildings when and for what 

purposes.  Our Office Administrator is responsible for scheduling building use and for control-

ling access to our buildings.  Unfortunately, there have been numerous incidents this summer of 

unauthorized/unexplained building use reported by several people.  To address this, we are con-

ducting a KEY ROUNDUP. 
 

Per policy, the following people are granted a key for building access. 

• Congregational Leaders (Staff, Board Trustees, Committee and Team chairs) 

• Building Use Renters (temporarily or longer for long-term renters, with a $50 

key deposit) Keys should be returned within 48 hours of one-time events. 

• Those whose position or responsibilities would require regular access to the building. 

(Properties Committee, Finance volunteers, etc.) 

 

The Office Administrator is responsible for assigning and distributing keys per this policy and 

maintaining a list of who has keys to which buildings. 
 

It has been 7 years since we rekeyed all the locks at UUSO.  If we do not track down all of the 

keys that are assigned/out at this time, we may have to rekey the locks and start over.  This 

would cost UUSO between $400-$800.  Our hope is that a simple key check in will accomplish 

what is needed.  Your cooperation and assistance with this process is greatly appreciated. 
 

If you have a key, no matter who you are, please check-in with the UUSO office and tell us 

who you are, what number key you have and why you have it.. If you had a key issued to you, 

and you have lost it, please let us know. We need to keep track of how many keys are MIA to 

help determine whether a re-keying is necessary. 



 

 

Page  4  The Unitar ian Universa l is t  Society  of  Oneonta  

UUSO NEWS / ANNOUNCEMENTS 

A Reminder to Members... 
Please be sure to put October 23 on your calendar to attend the October Congregational Meet-

ing, 12 Noon in the Sanctuary.  Also, watch for the mailing, which will be sent out two weeks 

before the meeting and will include the agenda, budget, and any other materials you will need 

to see prior to this meeting.  I hope to see you there. 

—April Gates, UUSO Moderator  

 

HEADS-UP: UUSO ENDOWMENT GRANTS FOR 2016-17 
It looks like the UUSO Endowment Fund will have approximately $4,000 available for grants 

this fall. The simple guidelines and the application form will soon be available on the UUSO 

Website. The application deadline will be Oct 9, 2016. 

 

It’s never too early to start dreaming about what good you or your favorite organization could 

do with a little extra money, so check out the guidelines and a list of previous recipients and 

projects on our website: uuso.org. 

     —Grace Smith, Chair, UUSO Endowment Committee 

 

RUMMAGE SALE IS SCHEDULED!  
Start gathering your rummage sale donations now! 

Yes, there will be a UUSO rummage sale this fall thanks 

to the new guiding hand of Arlana Young and to our ex-

perienced rummage leaders, Julia and Anne. Set-up will 

begin on Sunday Oct. 30th. The sale will be from Nov. 2 

- 4th. More details will be shared in upcoming newslet-

ters and through UUSO social media.  

 

 

Coffee Hour and Ushering Volunteer Schedule Sign Up  
It’s that time of year again! If you sent the office an email specifying which dates you’d like to 

sign up for, you’ve likely already received notification last week letting you know that you’ve 

been inserted into the schedule.  

If you haven’t received an email from Sign-Up Genius, please sign up for your choice of dates 

for hosting coffee hour and ushering here:  
 

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090e4fa9af2babf49-coffee  
 

These are available on a first come-first serve basis. If you don’t pick a date, your email will be 

put in a pool to be randomly inserted into empty slots. You’ll get assigned wherever there’s 

room, which might not be an ideal date for you. If you do not have an email, please call the 

UUSO office during business hours and the office administrator will help you get signed up. 

Remember: Coffee hour need not be a big affair. Something to nibble on is all that’s needed. 

Fruit and a cracker of some sort, and a juice. Get reimbursed up to $16 by filling out a Request 

for Funds slip. 

Join us on October 2 & 9 

to discuss ‘Just Mercy: a 

Story of Justice and Re-

demption’ by Bryan Ste-

venson.   

 

A recent Big Read of the 

Unitarian Universalist 

Association, this page-turner is a powerful 

true story about the potential for mercy to 

redeem us, and a clarion call to fix our bro-

ken system of justice -- from one of the most 

brilliant an influential lawyers of our time. 

               -Anti Racism Task Force 

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090e4fa9af2babf49-coffeeC:/Users/Office/Documents/Adobe
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ANTIRACISM TASK FORCE 

COMMUNITY POLICING 

What is it and is it right for our community? 

Unitarian Universalist Society of Oneonta 

12 Ford Avenue, Oneonta, NY 

 

Sunday, September 18, 2016 

12 noon to 1:30pm 

Luncheon finger foods offered beginning 11:45am 

 

Conversation Facilitated by Jacqui C. Williams 

Albany, NY community leader who has served as a member 

at large on the Albany Community Police Advisory Committee 
(ACPAC) from 2011 to 2015. 

 

Special Guests:   
Daniel P. Chambers, Chief of Police, NYS University Police, SUNY Oneonta 

Detective Sergeant Christopher Witzenburg, Oneonta Police Department 
Monet Rothenberg, community member 
Additional community members with a variety of perspectives are being invited 

 

Sponsored by the UUSO Anti-Racism Task Force 



 

 

Karen Palmer President 
Sandy Smith  Vice President 
TBA                                  Clerk 
John Bagby 
Kate Seeley 
Keith Willcox 
Jeane Bennett-O’Dea 
Amy Forster Rothbart 
Suzy Beddoe 
 
Lynn Beken               Treasurer 
Evelyn Warren  Recording Secretary 
 

UUSO DEADLINES: 
UU News Articles: Deadline for September 29th issue is  

September 26th, 9AM 
Order of  Service Announcements:  

Wednesday a.m. before the Sunday Service 
Verbal Announcements: 

16 Ford Ave 
Oneonta, NY 13820 
Phone: 607-432-3491 

Email: UUSO@uuso.org 
www.uuso.org 

Sanctuary at 12 Ford Ave 

THE  UNIT ARIAN 

UNIVERS AL I ST  

SOC IETY  

OF  ONEONT A 

 
The Rev. Craig Schwalenberg 

Minister 
Office Hours by Appointment 

Email: revcraig@uuso.org 
607-432-3491/607-287-7906 

 
Evelyn Warren 

Editor & Office Administrator 
uuso@uuso.org 

Tuesday-Friday 9-3 
 

Susan Ryder 
Director of Religious Education 

607-643-1927 
dre@uuso.org 

 
Karen Palmer 

Board President  
607-267-4793 

 
Tim Horne 

Music Director 
607-432-7323 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Facebook.com/UUSOneonta 

UUSO Board of Trustees  

Green Sanctuary Corner 
Green Tips for Fall 

Going Green as the Leaves Turn Yellow  
Next week, September 22nd, is the Autumnal Equinox, the first day 

of Fall! Here are some change of season tips to be greener this fall: 

 

 Check the air pressure in your tires. Cooler temperatures lower 

tire pressure and that, in turn, lowers fuel efficiency. So check 

your tires and make sure that they are properly inflated. 

 Clean the ducts and area behind the dryer. And don't forget, 

clean the filter after every use and every once in awhile, give it a 

good wash. 

 As the autumn leaves begin to fall, consider raking them up 

rather than using a "blower". Once raked up, use them as mulch 

to protect plants throughout the winter or add them to a compost 

pile  

 If you have a ceiling fan, reverse the direction ... the fan should 

be run in a clockwise direction (stand under the fan and if you 

feel a breeze, reverse the direction so that air is being drawn up-

wards). This pushes the air up against the ceiling and down the 

walls, to gently re-circulate the warm air without creating a cool-

ing "wind chill effect." 


