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Be a church for all generations. Build a world where all beings matter.  

 

 

Mission 
                     Creating beloved community. . . 
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                                                                                                  Reaching for a better world. . . 
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   Minister’s Report to the Congregation 
   Reverend Craig Schwalenberg 
 
 
 

 
The 2016/2017 church year at UUSO included an increase in community advocacy, a decrease in social 
activity, the addition of new families to our community, and the challenges inherent to being a growing 
congregation.   
 
Worship & Preaching 
Worship and religious services remain my primary focus.  Feedback on the worship services this year were 
overwhelmingly positive.  All of the regular worship services were also made available on the web or as 
downloadable podcasts.    (A summary of worship services presented through the year is included in the 
Worship Committee report.) 
 
Rites of Passage 
I conducted 1 memorial service this past year for a non-member, Diana Barbieri. I conducted a memorial 
service for Carol Robbins and for Hap Hartley during the previous church year, but the services took place 
prior to the publication of previous the annual report.  I am scheduled to lead a memorial service for Roop 
Verma after the publication of this annual report.  
 
 Carol (Helen) S. (Schwartz) Robbins (member) on June 5th, 2016.  [12/15/25 - 5/1/16] 
 Howson "Hap" A. Hartley (member) on July 30th, 2016.  [9/30/19 - 5/26/16] 
 Diana Margaret Barbierie (non-member) on September 3, 2016.  [?/?/42 - 6/11/16] 
 Roop C. Verma (non-member) on May 6th, 2017.  [1/6/31 - 3/17/17] 
  
I had the pleasure of conducting two weddings in the last year. (I was approached by several couples to 
officiate weddings after the November election, but none of these contacts led to weddings-- at least not 
officiated by me.) 
 
 Tiffany Doris & Robert Kaldenbach (non-members) on 9/10/2016 
 Margaret Maguire (member) & Michael Wright (non-member) on 10/8/16 
 
I had a new record for child dedications this past year.  At our service on Father's Day on June 19th, we 
dedicated six children. 
 
 Lyra Ellen Connie Frye-Hunt  
  [Parents: Dorothy & Michael Frye-Hunt] 
 Henry David Nathaniel Warren & Amelia Margaret Marie Warren 
  [Parent:  Evelyn Warren] 
 Xander Anthony Roefs & Karynn Emma Roefs 
   [Parents: Justine & Anthony Roefs] 
 Tyler Joseph Hilts 
  [Parents: Shelly Ann Hilts & Maureen Anne Tarry-Hilts] 
 
Staff & Committee Support 
A main focus this past year has been training, supervising, and providing support to our new Office 
Administrator, Evelyn Warren.  The role of Office Administrator is central to the work of our congregation.  
Evelyn has made great improvements to our newsletter, our order of service, and our on-line presence.  Due to 
personal issues and illnesses, the staff has struggled this year to provide the level of support and service that 
UUSO members have come to expect.  We are all grateful for the many volunteers that helped provide 
assistance and support as needed.  
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Many of our committees continued to struggle this year with lower participation.  Several leadership positions 
went unfilled.  In addition, many of the social activities previously organized by volunteers, and most recently 
by the Membership committee, did not happen this year due to a lack of volunteers to plan and coordinate 
them.  Many have expressed a desire for the social activities to once more become a part of the life of the 
congregation.  This lower rate of volunteer participation is not unique to UUSO.  It seems to be a growing 
trend across the country.  As a congregation, we will have to look for creative ways to address this issue. 
 
Appreciative Inquiry  
This year, led by Board of Trustees, and supported by the Committee on Ministry, the congregation began an 
ongoing process of self-assessment using the Appreciative Inquiry model.  We started with a general look at 
what our strengths are as a congregation and what dreams and visions we have for the congregation's future.  
In the early Spring, we focused on Stewardship.  It is our plan to use this process 2-3 times a year to assess the 
various ministries of UUSO. 
 
Beyond the Congregation 
I continue to serve the following groups and institutions outside of UUSO: 
    • Unitarian Universalist Trauma Response Ministry Team – Responder 
 I was deployed once in the past year and participated in several phone call consults.  
    •  Unitarian Universalist Ministers' Association – Hospitality 
    •  Animal Care Committee, Hartwick College – Community Member 
    •  Ministerial Settlement Representative – UUA/UUMA, St. Lawrence District 
 
Conclusion 
This has been a year of refocusing, transition, and change-- with all the excitement and anxiety that normally 
entails.  I believe the congregation is poised to break through to the next stage of congregational life.  It's going 
to be an exciting year to come. 
 
 

Cooperatively, Reverend Craig Schwalenberg 
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    Board of Trustees Annual Report 

 

 

 

Trustees     Term Ends    Liaison Assignments 

President                Karen Palmer                        2018           Anti-Racism Team, Green Sanctuary 

Vice President        Sandy Smith       2018             Stewardship 

Clerk         Amy Forster Rothbart*      2017             RE, Small Group Ministry 

         Kate Seeley       2017   Personnel, Membership 

         Jeane Bennett-O’Dea            2017             Mali, Memorial    

         John Bagby        2018             Properties, Design 

         Keith Willcox       2019             Fundraising, Social Action Com. 

         Stan Maricle       2019             Website, Finance 

         Suzanne Beddoe       2019             Worship, Music, Endowment 

*We thank Paul Carter for standing in for Amy Forster Rothbart during her fall sabbatical.  

Mission of the UUSO Board of Trustees:  The Board consists of nine elected members.  Our mission is to 

facilitate the spiritual and financial growth and sustainability of the Society by administering the affairs and 

business of the Society, implementing the decisions and policies of the membership, creating and supporting 

the committee structure, participating in the life of the Society and representing the congregation to the larger 

community. 

Annual Report:  

This has been another productive year for the Board of Trustees.  Here are major highlights: 

Policy creation, updates and publishing:  We have a crackerjack policy subcommittee under the leadership of 
former Clerk, Mary Ruhoff, along with Board members Stan Maricle and Keith Willcox.  This group reviews 
policies and presents them to the Board for approval. Once approved, the policies are then published in the 
newsletter.  Current policies are available on the UUSO website. 

Assessment of the Ministry:  After a well-received fall Leadership Retreat with Reverend Joan VanBecelaere 
on the process of assessing the ministry, the Board collaborated with the Committee on Ministry to conduct 
our own UUSO Assessment of our Ministry. Our process included the formation of 6 focus groups in which 
friends and members were asked for their input using the Affirmative Inquiry process.  This yielded rich and 
valuable information that we are now using regularly to inform planning and priorities.  A second AI process 
was undertaken by the Stewardship Committee and Board with similar results. We thank all who participated 
and shared their input and insights! 

Sounding Board:  We continue this practice and find the congregational input very valuable! 

Respectfully Submitted, Karen Palmer 
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  Design and Furnishings Committee 
   Chair: Anne Ray 
   Board Liaison: John Bagby 
   Arleen Benedict, Diana Friedell 
   Bob Brzowski, Mary Krupp 
 

 

This Committee was established to consult and advice on all matters pertaining to the appearance of our 
facilities and to select the furnishings and décor. Our mission is to enhance the appearance within the context 
of preserving the historical style. 
 
This past year, in collaboration with the Properties Committee, we contributed to the designs of the new  
marquee and the “Black Lives Matter” banner, and we planned for painting the exterior of the Olympia Brown 
House. 
 
We purchased three new chairs to add to the Olympia Brown House living room furnishings. 
 
We are currently Working on a review of the origin and history of the committee and the policies and 
procedures that guide our work. 
 

Respectfully Submitted, Anne Ray 
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   Endowment Committee 
   Chair: Presently, none. Previous chair, Grace Smith 
   Board Liaison: Suzy Beddoe 
   Bill Benedict, Carol Malz, Donna Behrendt,  
   Larry Armstrong, April Gates 
 

 

The mission of the UUSO, Inc’s Endowment Fund is to raise, invest, manage, and disburse gift to fund both 
activities activates in the Society that are not normally part of the operating budget and activities in the 
community that are consistent with the principles of Unitarian Universalism. The Endowment Fund is created 
as a permanent fund. 
 
Annual Report: The Endowment Fund is invested in the UUA Common Endowment Fund (UUCEF) and in 
Walden Fund through Charles Schwab & Company. The Fund also maintains an account at Oneonta’s 
Community Bank. The total funds held by the Committee on 6-3-16 was $115,330.78. There was $4,160 
available for grants which was distributed to eight projects. A list of these projects and the year end financial 
report can be viewed at www.uuso.org. 18% of the total available funds were granted to UUSO to fund the two 
requests which were submitted. 82% of the funds were granted to community projects. 
 

Respectfully Submitted, Grace Smith 
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   Finance Committee 
   Chair: Kay Stuligross 
   Board Liaison: Stan Maricle  
   Lynn Beken, Treasurer 
   Tom O'Brien, Assistant Treasurer 
   Jenny Bagby, Margaret Davis, Julia Gregory, Arlana Young  
 

In 2016-17, UUSO's mission and ministry were generously supported with the time, talents and financial 
resources of our congregation. The Finance Committee meets the Sunday prior to each Board meeting 
at noon in Olympia Brown House.  We invite everyone to attend our meetings. 
 
The major responsibilities of the Finance Committee are to prepare a budget for congregational approval and 
to monitor financial transactions each month.  Occasionally, we recommend policies to the UUSO Board of 
Trustees for their consideration and ultimate approval by the congregation. This year we modified the request 
for disbursement form. 
 
A draft budget is prepared early in the calendar year for tentative approval at the May Congregational 
Meeting.  Upon completion of the stewardship campaign and the receipt of updated information, the 
committee modifies the draft budget if necessary and presents it at the October Congregational Meeting for 
final approval.   
 
The treasurer provides the Board of Trustees with a complete report on the financial position of UUSO each 
month.  If committees have questions about their budget, they may contact the Board or the finance committee 
for answers. The committee will answer any  questions about church finances either in person of by 
responding to an e-mail received at treasurer@uuso.org. 
 
The other major committee responsibility is to provide internal controls for all financial transactions.  All 
disbursements are reviewed and reconciled each month.  
 
 

Respectfully Submitted, Kay Stuligross 
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    Fundraising—Auction & Cookies and Crafts 
   Fundraising Committee  
    Chair: Currently, none. 
    Board Liaison: Keith Willcox 
    No report submitted. 
 

Goods and Services Auction: 

Co-Chairs: Jane Bachman and Arlana Young 

Finance: Lynn Beken, UUSO Treasurer 

              Tom O’Brien, Assistant Treasurer 

              Jenny Bagby 

Volunteers: 
Julia Gregory, Rhiannon Ham, Robin Ahearn, Deb Bruce, Nathan Elsener, Kathy Paranya, Bob 
Brzozowski, Stan Maricle, Kari Reynolds, and Barbara Sue, Adam and Paul Agoglia. 
 

The 2017 Auction took place on Saturday April 22. Jane Bachman (in her last year chairing the event) and 
Arlana Young served as co-chairs. 

The emphasis this year was on accepting fewer and higher quality donations, and encouraging services--and 
this strategy paid off. We offered 15 ‘wall items’ (an increase over previous year) and took in approximately 
$9000 the night of the auction, with approximately $150 in expenses. 

Arlana Young is poised to chair the event next year. 
Respectfully Submitted, Jane Bachman & Arlana Young  

 
Cookies and Crafts: 
Co-chairs: Jenny Bagby and Liz Jacob-Carter. 
Board Liaison: Jeane Bennett-O’Dea 

Members:   
Brian Bendlin (in charge of kitchen) 

Jennifer Kemper (in charge of crafters) 

Pam Strother (in charge of soup and fruitcake) 

Alice Siegfried (in charge of reminding Liz to do things) 

Jane Bachman (in charge of cookie arrangement) 

Molly Swain (in charge of cheese biscuits) 

Martha Robinson (in charge of muffins) 

Deb Bruce (in charge of $) 

Elayne Mosher-Campoli (in charge of publicity) 

Jeanne Bennett-O’Dea (in charge of aesthetics) 

Vicki Andritz (in charge of raffle) 

Lynn Beken (in charge of $) 

Prue Stelling (in charge of hard working grandchildren)  
 

The purpose of the committee is to earn funds for the church.  We also like to think we add warm tidings to the 
season.   
 

We met 4-5 times during the year to plan for our event.   
 

This year, we made more space for our cashiers and wrappers.  This set-up worked very well for our cashiers 
as well as our customers. 
 

The event made $3436 for the church.  We made $136 more than last year☺  This was the most successful 
year in the history of the event (again!). The date for the 2017 event will be Saturday, December 2.  It will be 
the 30th year for C & C!  In honor of the 30th year, our classic C n’ C poster will be redesigned to 
incorporate  new and old themes.                                             

Respectfully Submitted, Liz Jacob-Carter 
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   Historian — Libraries — Memorial Committee 

   Historian 
    Chair: Bob Brzowski 

 

 

The purpose of the position of Historian is to remind the congregation and the larger community of the rich 

history of the congregation and to preserve the relevant archives and artifacts related to that history. 

 

Historian’s Report: The chancel table at January 22's service focused on 2017 as an anniversary year for 

events in UUSO's history, including the 165th anniversary of Universalists meeting in Oneonta and the 140th 

anniversary of the incorporation of the Universalist Society in Oneonta. 

Several items were added to the UUSO archives during the past year. Thanks to Cynthia Squires for clipping 

UUSO-related clippings from the local newspapers. 

We mourned the passing on May 1, 2016, of long-time UUSO historian Carol Robbins. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, Bob Brzozowski 

 

Libraries 

Librarian: Deb Bruce 

In 2016-2017, 14 people took out 43 books and videos from the Mara Kern Library, and 22 people 

took out 33 books and videos from the Adult Library. 

Respectfully Submitted, Deb Bruce 

Memorial Committee 

Chair: Arleen Benedict 
Board Liaison: Jeane Bennett-O’Dea 
Mary Ambrose, William Benedict, Julia Gregory, Linda Wilcox 
 
The Memorial Committee has a threefold purpose:  

1) To maintain the Memorial Plaque in the sanctuary and to record on the plaque the names and dates 
of deceased members and friends of UUSO.  

2) To maintain permanent records which will contain the information of the Memorial Plaque and 
standard biographical data (when found and provided) for historical and family use. 

3) To monitor the maintenance of the Ruth Achenbach Memorial Garden so that it endures as a place 
for quiet reflection, remembrance and the internment or scattering of cremains. 

Items and events from July 2016: 

Names and dates of birth and death of the following members and friends who passed away during the 
last year and some who had not previously been added to the Memorial Plaque have been researched or 
obtained from families. These names and dates have been engraved and oxidized on brass name plates 
and added to the Memorial Plaque in the back of the sanctuary. The names added were: Nancy C. 
Burnett, Eileen Entwistle,  Franklin Newlin Entwistle, Paul S. Girdansky, William “Bill” Dewitt 
Green, Howson “Hap” A. Hartley, J. Robet Miller, Robert Charles Pickhardt, Carol Schwartz Robbins, 
Maryann E. Stow, Louise “Lucy” Leah Vanginderen, Norma Wallerius Wagner, Richard George 
Wagner, Judith K. Weisberger, and Stanley Earl Weisberger. 

The committee decorated the chancel table for a service near Memorial Day and the Days of Awe 
service. The two Books of Memories which contain obituaries, and/or orders of memorial services, and 
pictures of many of the deceased were made available for the congregation to view during coffee hour. 

                                                                                         Respectfully Submitted, Arleen Benedict 
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   Mali Education Project 
    Chair: Annemarie Hosnedl 
    Board Liaison: Jeane Bennett-O’Dea 
    Sponsorship Coordinator: Shirley Ferguson 
    Susan Ryder, Dottie Hudson, Zanna McKay, Barbara Meeks, Suzanne Miller,  
    Jeanette Grimes, Sue Hutchison, Pat Donnelly, Prue Stelling, Carolyn Wolf-Gould  
 

Purpose: 

The purpose of the Mali Education Project is to make a difference in the lives of the children in the 
Kalabankoro neighborhood of Bamako, Mali, by sponsoring 55 children to attend Youchaou’s School. We 
hope for them to become better equipped to make a positive difference for their families, their communities, 
and for Mali – one of the poorest countries in the world. 
 

Goals: 

• Run a yearly sponsorship drive to pay tuition for 55 elementary school children to attend 
Youchaou’s Ecole Prive 

• Support Youchaou’s School through fundraising and education 

• Encourage cultural exchange between our two communities 

• Provide educational opportunities about African culture and social justice issues in Africa 

• Provide opportunities for connection with our local Muslim community  
 

Activities: 

• Feting our former Chair:  To show appreciation for the decade long leadership provided by Susan 
Ryder, the committee held a gathering at the Tulip and Rose Restaurant in Franklin, NY run by a 
local Muslim group that we have had a connection with in the past. 

• Raising sponsorships: We were able to raise the number of sponsored students from 52 to 55 as 
well as raise the sponsorship fee, for the first time in many years, from $250 to $266 per child. This 
resulted in our sending over $20,000 in January to support our students as well as to support the 
equipping of the new library at Youchaou’s School with books, tables, chairs, and a new computer. 
The library is located at the school but is open to the wider community as well. 

• Renaming the former Mali Task Force as the Mali Education Project to better reflect our new status 
as a permanent committee of the UUSO. This status change suspends the yearly requirement of 
approval by the congregation at the Annual Congregational Meeting. 

• Muffins for Mali Fundraiser: We sold muffins and other gift items on the four Sundays between 
Thanksgiving and Christmas and raised approximately $1300 altogether. 

• April 1st Benefit Banquet, Movie and Bazaar: Approximately 75 people attended this event 
including helpers/servers. The total raised was almost $1500. The banquet featured South African 
Cuisine. The Mali Market continues to be stocked with African jewelry, clothes, and gift items 
crafted by Susan Ryder. The film was Taking Root: The Vision of Wangari Maathai. This 
inspirational movie was about the Kenyan founder of the Green Belt Movement to reforest the 
environment and empower women to change their lives and challenge their leaders. For her 
activism, Wangarie Maathai was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 2004. In the discussion, 
parallels were drawn with the reignited activism and interest in politics in our country, as well as 
the role that women here are playing in the resistance movement. 

School News:   

We sent an interim donation of $2000 in July to continue to stock the library shelves before the school year 
started, but the transfer of money took so long that it did not help to prepare for the new school year at all. 
From now on we will just include the extra amounts with the yearly transfer of funds in the beginning of the 
year (January). We correspond with Youchaou who reports that our students continue to achieve good results 
for the most part. Especially the junior high school students are in the above 90th percentile compared with 
national test results of all schools in Mali. An ongoing problem is that Youchaou’s staff members often leave 
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the school for more lucrative employment in the public schools, and a new issue we have noticed is that almost 
100% of the teaching staff is male, even for the youngest grades. Youchaou is aware, but doesn’t have a 
solution because the women don’t seem to have a way to work outside of the home and raise their own 
children at the same time. If he hires them, they do not stay. We are concerned about this situation but do not 
have a solution either. Even so, the program is strong at Youchaou’s School and our sponsored students are 
doing well. Youchaou continues to be active in improving life in his neighborhood and is also doing initiatives 
for health facilities in his area. None of our committee members have been able to visit in recent years due to 
security issues. We are sure that in spite of unrest in the region, life goes on and we probably wouldn’t be able 
to recognize the school that we once visited due to the building and improvements that have taken place and 
towards which we had a small part in supporting. 
 
 

Respectfully Submitted, Annemarie Hosnedl 

Mali Benefit Dinner — April 1, 2017 



14 

 

   Membership Committee 
   Chair: Laura Reyda 
   Board Liaison: Kate Seeley 
   Kim Yousey-Elsener, Reverend Craig Schwalenberg 
 
 
 

The mission of the Membership Committee is to welcome new members, maintain current members and usher 
members out of the congregation as needed.  
 
This year the membership committee changed it’s focus. In past years, they have been responsible for social 
events such as pizza and games, the ingathering potluck, secret valentine and candlelight dinners. This year it 
was decided that the committee was too small to lead social events while maintaining their duties of 
welcoming new members.  
 
The committee puts together information folders for visitors and sends cards welcoming each visitor who fill 
out a registration form. A list of visitors is retained and all are invited to the Getting to Know UU classes. 
Getting to Know UU classes ran in April of 2016 and are planned for May of 2017. The new member 
recognition service is planned this year for May 21, 2017. The theme of the service is “Finding Your Tribe”. 
 
 Rich Stelling has agreed to make buttons for new members and friends of the congregation. 
 
The committee is organizing a team who will greet new people as they see them. Each team member will be 
assigned a Sunday. They are responsible for helping new people feel welcome in the congregation while 
encouraging them to sign the guest registry and answering any questions they may have about membership. 
This will start in the fall of 2017. So far Molly Swain, Meg Ainsworth and Bob Brzozowski have agreed to 
help in this capacity. 
 

Respectfully Submitted, Laura Reyda 
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      Properties Committee     
    Chair: Duncan Smith 
     Board Liaison: John Bagby 
     Tom O’Brien, Spike Pranya, Alice Blu, Mark VanLaeys,  
      Paul Agoglia, Clarissa Stewart 
 

 

The purpose of the committee is to maintain church properties. 
 
ACTIVITIES 2016-2017 

 
BUILDINGS 

Supervised final installation of new marquee for Chapin 
Hung Black Lives Matter Banner on Chapin 
Purchased new refrigerator for Chapin 
Built changing table for OBH 
Installed changing table in Chapin bath room 
Built stainless steel table top for Chapin kitchen 
Researched options for lock changes 
Repaired lock OBH back door 

 
GROUNDS 

Had dead tree removed from Memorial Garden 
Painted benches in Memorial Garden 
Had bushes removed from front of OBH 
Defined and mulched beds in back of OBH 
Replanted grass Chapin front 
Removed leaves 
Supervised snow clearance 

 
INSPECTIONS 

City fire 
Fire extinguishers 
Boiler 
Occupancy 
Energy audit 

 
PLANS FOR 2017-2018 

Cooperate with Space Task Force on building or 
installing shelving 
Improve plantings in fronts of OBH and Chapin 
Have OBH chimney rebuilt 
Consider energy efficient lighting options for 
Chapin basement 
Replace carpet Chapin front steps 
Build new trash can shed back of Chapin  
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   Religious Education Committee 
   Chair: Adrienne Martini 
   Board Liaison: Amy Forster Rothbart 
   Ex-Officio: Susan Ryder, Director of Religious Education 
   Teachers, Committee Members, & Volunteers: Barbara Sue Agoglia, Robin Ahearn,    
   Alexandra Tolin Schultz, Florian Reyda, Justine Roefs, Evelyn Warren, Cathi Wiltsey,  
   Sallie Han, Laura Reyda, Kevin Schultz, Anthony Roefs, Deb Bruce, Carolyn Cooper,        

                                 Elayne Mosher Campoli 

 

Director of Religious Education Report 

RE Attendance and Participation:  Approximately 27 children and 7 youth attended program events with 11 
volunteer teachers and 3 regular paid Nursery childcare providers.  Parents, other UUSO members, as well as 
RE committee members were substitute teachers whenever needed. 

The RE Kick-Off Event was called RE Fun Day and took place on Sept. 18, 2016. It included playing games 
of Quidditch, making crafts, and enjoying ice cream sundaes. 

The Explorers (pre-K through 3rd grade) theme for this year was Our Judeo Christian Heritage. They 
worked with the curriculum Super Heroes -Bible People by Gaia Brown. The goals of this class are:  a) 
introduce children to the stories of people from the Bible who have acted with courage and wisdom in their 
attempts to lead their lives fully and make the world a better place for others; b) show how the lives of these 
people confirm the principles which we, as Unitarian Universalists, strive to promote; and c) encourage 
children to lead their lives fully using their own positive "super powers" as they interact with the world around 
them. Teachers are Barbara-Sue Agoglia, Robin Ahearn and Alexandra Tolin Schultz.  Next year’s theme will 
be Religions of the World. 

The Seekers (4th & 5th grade) worked with the Hogwarts Oneonta curriculum.  It was first written by our 
own Lisa Zuend-Misner and I continue to create new lessons each year.  Unitarian Universalist principles are 
explored through the lens of the wizarding world of Harry Potter.  Participants explore their own beliefs, 
beliefs and practices of Unitarian Universalism and other religions, UU history, the natural world, ethical 
living, and the gifts and responsibilities of belonging to a supportive community. Teachers are Florian Reyda, 
Justine Roefs, Evelyn Warren, and Cathi Wiltsey. Next year's curriculum will be Popcorn Theology. 

The Mid-Teens Group (6th through 8th grade) was led by Sallie Han, Laura Reyda, Kevin Schultz, and 
Anthony Roefs. They worked with a new UU Curriculum called Jedi Academy.  These lessons are based on a 
Star Wars theme and offer five training categories of Skill, Senses, Courage, Insight and Spirit. They focus is 
on developing an understanding of mindfulness, peace, justice, and our Unitarian Universalist principles,. Next 
year we plan to run our church's Coming of Age Program, COAST (Coming of Age Spiritual Trek) for those 
in 7-9th grade. 

The YRUU (10th through 12th graders) has been very active.  Adult advisers are Deb Bruce, Carolyn 
Cooper, and Elayne Mosher Campoli. The group planned their own agendas that included reaching out to the 
Ithaca UU Youth Group through Skype sessions. The two youth groups planned and participated in an 
overnight retreat together in Ithaca. Our YRUU members attended UU District Youth Conferences in 
Syracuse, Binghamton, and Schenectady. The group worked with each other to respond to the presidential 
election in November. They sent postcards to their political representatives and made signs for the Women's 
March.  They decorated bags for local Thanksgiving food donations. They had many discussions, provided 
support for each other through, check-ins and walked downtown to enjoy hot beverages together at a local 
coffee shop.  YRUU members also assisted in the Nursery and as substitute teachers for the Explorers class. 
They are especially proud to have designed and created a makeover for their classroom. 

The Nursery:  A dedicated team of 3 sitters provide care for our youngest UUs for every church service.  I 
supervise these three as well as seven other youth who are authorized to do childcare for events at our 
church.  They keep the Nursery a vibrant, happy, and safe space for our youngest UUs. 
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Children’s Worship is held approximately once every two months. The service offers elements of adult 
services with a theme, chalice lighting, joys and sorrows, and songs. There are activities that relate to the 
service theme.  I prepare and lead the service with the help of volunteer adults. Highlights this year included 
Day of the Dead, Black Lives Matter, and Celebrating the Spring. 

The January Session:  Each January the RE Committee creates Sunday workshops for all RE participants 
around a theme. This year the theme was Mindfulness.  The first session was led by special guest, Kathryn 
Finin, and was about labyrinths. The second session the group learned about traditional Japanese Zen Gardens. 
Jacob and his mother Amy read a story and conducted a lesson about calmness and calming techniques. UUSO 
member Jeane Bennet-O"Dea led the final mindfulness workshop reflecting and practicing experiences with 
Buddhism. RE presented an Intergenerational Sunday Service called Mindfulness-A Journey Into the Present 
Moment on January 29, 2017. 

Other Intergenerational Services and Events:   I worked with Rev. Craig to present the Christmas Eve 
Family Service. Religious Education participants and I will assist with the Finding Your Tribe 
Intergenerational Service on May 21. It will include UUSO New Member Recognition, RE Teacher 
Appreciation, and a Bridging Ceremony for any high school seniors. Pam Strother and I will present the 
Flower Communion Intergenerational Service Beauty, Solidarity, and Communion on June 4 with assistance 
from RE children and youth.   We have the Annual Youth Canoe trip planned for June 4th, an All-RE Fun day 
on June 11, and an All-RE End of Year Ice Cream Party planned for June 18. 
 
Additional DRE Activities: I maintained and created new materials for the Chalice Bags that are available in 
the entryway of the church.  These are meant to be used by those who are better able to participate in a worship 
services while keeping their hands busy.  I met occasionally with the Web Committee and the UUSO 
Committee on Ministry. I met regularly with Rev. Craig, church staff members, parents, teachers and child 
care workers. I created monthly reports for and attended monthly meetings of the UUSO Board of Trustees 
and the RE Committee. I wrote newsletter articles twice a month.   

Social Justice Projects:   I worked with the Social Action Committee to promote the “Guest at Your Table” 
program of the UUSC and the Backpack Buddies program.  A large basket of hats, scarves, mittens and gloves 
was collected by RE throughout the winter holidays. RE participants were an integral part of the installation 
ceremony of our Black Lives Matter banner. The Explorers class made cheering cards for UUSO members 
who they thought might needing “cheering up.”  We collected 146 cans of food to donate to St. Mary’s Food 
Bank of Oneonta during the annual Easter Can Hunt on April 16th. 

Professional Development:  I maintained membership in LREDA, the professional organization for UU 
DREs.  I plan to attend the April 26-28 for Ministers and the LREDA chapter of our region with Rev. Craig. It 
will be held at the White Eagle Conference Center in Hamilton NY. 

Many thanks to Rev. Craig Schwalenberg, the RE Committee, RE teachers and participants, staff members, 
Board of Trustees, parents, members, and friends of UUSO for their continued support of our RE 
program.  The children and youth in our care are blessed to enjoy such enthusiastic support from our 
congregation.   

Respectfully Submitted, Susan Ryder 

Director of Religious Education  
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   Social Action Committee 

   Chair: Suzanne Miller 
   Board liaison: Keith Willcox 
   Members: Lisa Barr, Rhiannon Ham, Chuck Hudson, Dorothy Hudson, Dawn Kilts,  
   Carol Malz, Grace Malz, Martha Robinson, Kathy Shimberg, Alice Siegfried, Janet Sutta 
 

Mission/Purpose of Committee: Our mission is to provide information regarding social-justice issues, with 
opportunities to work on these issues through financial contributions and gifts of personal time and effort.  We 
aim to connect, communicate with, and support social, economic and environmental justice groups.  Our 
mission is exemplified by the events on which we have worked as a committee and/or as a congregation. 

 

A retreat was held in July to reflect on our work together and make plans for the upcoming year. The 
committee meets on the first Tuesday of each month with a potluck dinner after each meeting. 

 

Change for Change: The Social Action Committee is responsible for selecting the monthly Change for 
Change recipients for the year and informing the congregation of their work. For 2016-2017, they are Legal 
Aid Society, local chapter of NAMI, Habitat for Humanity, Regional Food Bank of Northeastern NY, Family 
Service Association, Family Planning of South Central NY, NAACP, Caring Connections, Oneonta 
Community Health Center, Susquehanna Animal Shelter, Opportunities for Otsego Violence Intervention 
Program and American Foundation for Suicide Prevention-- South Central New York Chapter. 

 

Habitat for Humanity: Lunch was provided for workers on July 16, 2016. 

 

Last Wednesday of the Month Film Series Against Militarism (September to May): Films were shown 
each month, public invited, with a vegetarian meal served at 6:00 followed by the film and discussion at no 
cost. Films include:  Bowling for Columbine; Forgiving Dr. Mengele; Sir! No Sir!; Swimming to Cambodia; 
Paying the Price for Peace: The Story of Brian S. Willson;  Citizen Clark: A Life of Principle,  with filmmaker 
Joe Stillman speaking; Citizenfour; A Time of Burnt Oranges; and The Young Lords. Publicity included 
articles in the Oneonta Daily Star, listing on the Sweet Home Oneonta calendar and on Ch 23, and posters 
displayed in Oneonta as well as several other communities. Attendance reached 57 with the showing of Citizen 
Clark. Some of the DVDs are available to borrow. Several who attended have now come to Sunday services.  

  

Backpack Buddies continued with a monthly UUSO collection of personal hygiene products, food for 
backpacks of children in need, and monetary donations to the Regional Food Bank of Northeastern NY. An 
Endowment Grant submitted by Dawn Kilts was funded to support Backpack Buddies. 

 

Workshop: “US Killer Drones and What We Can Do” was led by activists Mary Ann Grady Flores, Ed 
Kinane, and Anne Tiffany of the Upstate Coalition to Ground the Drones and End the Wars, and Elliott Adams 
from National Veterans for Peace at UUSO on Saturday, Oct. 1, 2016. The public was invited and 16 attended. 
Follow-up actions were discussed. The workshops was followed by a demonstration downtown. 

 

Follow up from drone workshop: Butternuts Quakers put on the play “The Predator” featuring an 
argument about drone warfare.  SAC is planning to have it performed for the community next year. SAC 
began work to provide information to youth about becoming a conscientious objector as well as countering 
military recruitment in schools. 
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Guest at Your Table: A campaign to raise money for UUSC/ Unitarian Universalist Service Committee to 
support projects around the world and in the US was held from Nov. to Jan. 

 

Family Service Adopt a Family Holiday Project supported three families with children with gifts of 
clothing, toys, grocery cards, gas cards and fuel cards. 

 

Plates for Peace: A fundraiser for Syrian refugees in Croatia through a project of the UUSC/ Unitarian 
Universalist Service Committee is underway with plate painting sessions in April. It was made possible by the 
generous contribution of plates, time, art materials and instruction from Dough Hallberg of Carriage House Art 
Studio. The plates will be sold at a Plates for Peace luncheon at UUSO on Sunday, June 11th. 

 

Localization movement: SAC members previewed the film “Economics of Happiness” in preparation for a 
public showing next fall with a speaker on this topic. 

 

Social Action Table is set up after each Sunday service to provide information and petitions on a variety of 
issues: 

 

Petitions: Petitions were available on the Social Action table throughout the year and sent on to appropriate 
lawmakers. They include: Ban weaponized drones from the world; divest fossil fuels from NYS retirement 
funds; tell Gov. Cuomo to repeal his executive order which would punish entities for using boycott and 
divestment as a means to bring about change re Israel; stop abuse of Chelsea Manning; cancel the F35 
bomber; stop the Northern Access Pipeline; and oppose exploitive child labor in the chocolate industry. 

 

Information and handouts on Social Action table at different times throughout the year: All Are 
Welcome Here flyers to post referring to Muslim acceptance; Green Sanctuary info; climate justice info; 
Presenté--newspaper from School of the Americas Watch; UUA/UUSC Declaration of Conscience on human 
rights issues; contact info for lawmakers and postcards to send about concerns; education on child slavery in 
the chocolate industry and the need for Fair trade/slave free chocolate. Books are also displayed on social 
justice issues and are available to borrow. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, Suzanne Miller 
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  Stewardship Committee 
  Board Liaison Sandy Smith 
   Chair: Karl Seeley 
   Ex-Officio: Reverend Craig Schwalenberg 
   Ex-Officio: Lynn Beken 
   Deb Bruce, Nathan Elsener, Pam Strother 
 

 
This year’s Stewardship Committee took a different approach from the last several campaigns. As in past 
years, the goal was to encourage people to think about their pledge in the context of their hopes and goals for 
the UUSO. We went about that in a different way from previous years and added a component to help 
members and friends get a sense of typical pledging habits in order to better gauge what might be reasonable 
for their own households. 

In November, Pam Strother, Craig Schwalenberg, and Karl Seeley travelled to the Unitarian Universalist 
Congregation of Binghamton to meet with them about their recent approach. Following that visit, our 
committee decided to implement a version of Binghamton’s process. 

In February the Board and the Committee on Ministry helped us conduct a series of Appreciative Inquiry 
sessions. Forty people participated, with facilitation provided by Trustees, members of the Committee on 
Ministry, and members of the Stewardship Committee. 

The highlights from those sessions were then shared back to the congregation through the newsletter and in an 
email that went out inviting people to take part in a survey about their pledging. 

The anonymous survey asked people two things. The first group of questions were about the household’s 
income, adjusted as the respondents felt appropriate to account for major expenses like care of parents or 
children. The final question was the amount the household pledged the previous year. 

We ended up with 51 responses to the survey. With 134 households pledging last year, this was a lower 
response rate than we had hoped for, but it did provide a general picture. The overall average in the survey was 
that people pledged 2.6% of their income. 

We prepared a summary of the survey responses and included it with a letter asking people to consider raising 
their pledge by 0.5% of their income, recognizing that some people were in situations where that would not be 
possible and that some households were already pledging substantially above 2.6% average. 

The focus was on bringing your completed pledge form to service on One-Day Sunday, April 2. Rev. Craig 
created a ceremony in which people came forward to deposit their pledge forms in the bejeweled box, which 
had been placed on the chancel table. We also encouraged people to send in their pledge by mail or via the 
web if they were unable to make it to church on One-Day Sunday. (Office Administrator Evelyn Warren 
modified the web page to enable us to take pledges in that form for the first time.) 

The goal for the campaign was $196,000. Primarily, this would have allowed for modest raises for staff, whose 
compensation for the last few years has either not increased at all, or by less than inflation. 

As of April 26th, we had received 107 pledges, totaling $172,225.17. 

The number of pledges is a disappointment, representing approximately 35 households that pledged last year 
and have not yet been heard from. However, among households that pledged this year, pledges are up 
substantially. 

Members of the Board have taken on the task of calling households who have not yet been heard from.  
 

Respectfully Submitted, Karl Seeley 
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Website Committee 
   Chair: Kathy Paranya 

   Board liaison: Stan Maricle 

   Members: 
   Lynn Beken, Julian Pecenco 

   Mary Ruhoff, Rev. Craig Schwalenberg 

   Grace Smith, Evelyn Warren 
 

The mission of the Website Committee is to create and maintain a working, welcoming, and attractive website 
to provide members, friends, and the public with information about the UUSO. 
 
This year, our office administrator Evelyn Warren made most of the updates to the Web pages with input from 
the Website Committee.  She posted approved UUSO policies in the public area of “Online Documents”.  This 
area is under the “Members” dropdown menu but not password protected, so it is available to everyone.  Also 
added this spring in the “Donate” area of the web page is an online pledge form.  Pledges can now be made 
online and/or a pledge form printed to be mailed or brought to the church. 
 
Duncan Smith, a member of the Anti-Racism Task Force, met with us to design several new web pages for the 
Anti-Racism Task Force and for the Black Lives Matter topic.  The Anti-Racism Task Force web page is 
linked to from both the Home page of our site and the “Social Justice” menu item. 
 
As a committee we discussed and wrote policies for the use of the social media of the UUSO: the official 
UUSO Facebook page, the Facebook group for the UUSO Community, the Facebook group for the UUSO 
Marketplace, the UUSONEWS email list, the UUSOCHAT email list, the Twitter account, and the UUSO.org 
webpage.  These policies were approved by the Board.  
 

Respectfully Submitted, Kathy Paranya 
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 Worship Committee/Team 
   Chair/Team Leader:  Rev. Craig Schwalenberg 

   Board Liaison:  Suzy Beddoe 

   Tim Horne - Music Director  
   Michael Frye-Hunt - Worship Musician 

   Pam Strother - Pulpit Guest Coordinator  
   Mary Krupp - Chancel Decorations  

                                    Susan Ryder - Director of Religious Education 

                                    Kevin Schultz - Worship Associate Coordinator 

                                    Beth Small - Music Committee Chair 
                                    Scott Segar - Sound Tech Coordinator 
 

Purpose:  To assist the minister in planning and coordinating UUSO worship services with the goal of 
providing consistent, quality worship services. 
 

The Worship Associates for the 2016/2017 church year were Kevin Schultz (coordinator), Cathi Wiltsey, 
Keith Wilcox, Shelly Hilts, and Rich Stelling.   
 

As is our tradition, we coordinated and planned service topics to match the R.E. Intersession topic in 
January.  This year's topic was Mindfulness.  Rev. Craig and two pulpit guests (Ani Samten and Chris 
Rosenthal), we were able to offer four services on this theme in addition to the concluding service presented by 
the R.E. children, youth, and volunteers. 
 

Inspired by a request from Mary Ruhoff, we conducted our first UU-style Taizé service.  With wonderful 
music and leadership from Tim Horne and the UUSO Choir, the service was a well-received by the 
congregation.  Due to the positive feedback, we will be planning another Taizé service for the next year.   
 

Over the summer, Rev. Craig offered a sermon series on the Declaration of Independence on July 3rd, July 
31st, and August 21st. 
 

The musical offerings from Tim Horne, Michael Frye-Hunt (and Dorothy Frye-Hunt), the UUSO Choir, and 
the many musical guests were all wonderfully spot-on to the worship themes and were greatly appreciated by 
those in attendance. 
 

Rev. Craig and his wife, Cheryl DeDecker, continued their tradition of presenting an informal, Christmas 
morning Sunday service with attendees invited to dress in their best pajamas.  Brunch was served after the 
service.  About 40 people attended the intergenerational service. 
 

Worship Schedule Summary  July 3, 2016 -  June 25, 2017 

33 services (plus two Christmas Eve services) by Rev. Craig Schwalenberg 
 

7 services by pulpit guests 

Jim Atwell, Sam Goodyear, Rev. Joan Becelaere (Congregational Life staff from the CERG 
UUA staff), Cheryl Peterson, Ani Samten, Chris Rosenthal, Rev. Jo Von Rue (ministerial intern 
at the UU Congregation of Binghamton) 

 

9 collaborative services 

Anti-Racism Task Force,  Rev. Craig and Rev. Joan Becelaere, Days of Awe, Transgender Day 
of Remembrance, R.E. Intersession Service, Music Service, UU Taizé service, R.E Children 
and Youth Service, Flower Service 

 

8  lay-led services 

Florian Reyda, Jeane Bennet-O'Dea x2, Pam Strother, Jim Mills, Sandy Smith, Scott Segar, 
Patrick Rost 

 

There were two Pagan services offered this year thanks to Pam Strother and Patrick Rost. 
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Rev. Craig visited and offered a service at the UU Society of Auburn, NY to help cover for their minister's 
sabbatical. 
 
 

Respectfully Submitted,  Rev. Craig Schwalenberg 
 

Sound/Audio Team Sub-committee 
Chair: Scott Segar 
Board Liaison: None. Reports directly to Minister. (Sub-committee of Worship) 
Paul Carter, Julian Pecenco, Elizabeth Small 
Purpose of Committee: The Audio Committee is responsible for set-up and operation of the sound 
system for Sunday services. The committee also records services for archival purposes and the 
production of podcasts. On occasion, the members of the committee are called upon to provide 
technical support for other events sponsored by UUSO. 

 
The general operation of the sound system has been fairly smooth this year with only a couple 
instances of recordings being paused or interrupted. Complaints about volume or clarity have been 
minor. 

A budget request has been made to purchase a new computer for the church. A decision needs to be 
made as to whether to replace the laptop that is used for presentations and occasional movies, or 
replace the primary desktop in the AV room that is used to record and store church services. 

The committee is still in the process of creating a plan to upgrade the audio system. Of primary 
importance is replacing the speakers in Chapin. 

The committee will also be looking to expand and/or rotate out its members. This group of members 
have now been serving on this committee for approximately five years and it is the opinion of the Chair 
that the current members deserve some time away from this commitment. 

 
Respectfully Submitted, Scott Segar  

 


